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The Institute's Case 
By EDMUND LINCOLN BA YLIES 

President of the Institu/I! 

The Seamen's Church Insti
[lite needs the help of all business 
lDen, professional men, and those 
who are served so untiringly by 
the merchant seamen who man 

ED~lUND LTNCOLN BAY LIES 

the vessels that brina the trade 
of the world to this p~rt and pro
tect the lives of all who travel 
on the seas. It is completing an 

nnex to the building at 25 
Outh Street at a cost of 2,-

750,000 and there remains $1,-
500,000 of this fund which must 
be raised at once, so that the ad
dition now in the course of erec
tion may be speedily completed. 

A splendid occasion to do an 
immeasurable service to one's 
fellowmen is at hand. We are 
approaching the Christmas and 
N ew Year season. We feel more 
poignantly the needs of others
of merchant seamen, many of 
whom are not spending Christ
mas with their families but far 
out at sea in the interests of your 
business and mine, the prosperity 
of our great, generous country, 
So let us help them I 

The work of this Institute can
not be easily measured in words, 
The lives of seamen, though 
they be at the ends of the 
earth, feel its influence. Count
less thousands of them call it 
"home," From a floating chapel, 
a church on an East River 
barge, the work grew rapidly 
requiring the establishment of 
shore stations along the water 
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fronts of l\Ianhattan and Brook
lyn . In 1912, the present thir
teen-story structure was built. 

The Institute was founded 
eighty-two years ago. The stride 
of its growth was that of a giant. 
The seafarer required special at
tention with his special problems. 
Until the Institute came along, 
he was friendless ashore and 
ever at the mercy of the crimp 
and the evi l elements of the 
port. The present building now 
lacks the space to permit the In
stitute to function properly. A ll 
the seamen who demand the 
"home" the Institute affords , 
cannot be accommodated. 
Though designed for 500 men 
nightly, it now shelters 836 each 
night. And annually upwards 
of 100,000 merchant seamen are 
turned away into the night, be
cause there are no beds for them. 

The Annex will take care of 
these men who have been tu rned 
away. It wi ll give the Institute 
a capacity of 1,500 beds nightlv 
and will make possible the exten'
tion of all the Institute's services 
to the sailor. 

The Institute comes in con
tact wi th a mi II ion seamen a 
yea 1:. It i s ~he haven where they 
receIve their mail, \vhere they 
leave their baggage. Those who 

cannot be accommodated with 
be~, take th.ei~' meals in the cafe~ 
tl enal for'l.d~nlng room .. T hese I 
10_te aCI Itles are pa~ronI 7. ed b I 
officers and able-bodied sea Y 
l 'k ' l1le

n , a I e, 

. ~~here is a c~i~ic to heal the 
~J!IJlg ,:nd to minister to the in
Jur~d I.n emergency cases. A I 
nangatlon school prepares sea. 
men ~or their officers and mas" 
~ers Ilcen~es, and instructs them 
IJ1 • fi rst ,aid, a requirem ent for I 

officershlp now ,exacted by go\'. 
ernment regulations, ad opted On 

the recommendation of the Insti. 
tute, i\ "bank" takes care of 
the seamen's wages, aids in trans. 
mitting them to his family or 
p lacing them in a sa\'ings bank, 
. -\ labor bureau finds him jobs. 
He even has a speci al barber 
and tailor shop. 

Two of the most important 
phases of the Institute' s fune' 
ti ons a re to be fOllnd in the 
Chapel and in the Soci al Sen'iee 
depa rtment, Special guidance is 
the duty of the Ch apel. The:e 

the sailor finds r eli g ion a,'ad· 
able, but he is never fo rced to 
accept it. 

The Social Service depart· 
,. t It" of ment maintains a s a 

trained workers. They help the 
. t' illness. men recLJperatll1g rom 
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They provide wholesome enter
tainment for apprentice boys. 
They aid unfortunates in the 
toils of the law. Ther place the 
ick in the proper hospitals. They 

arrange for repatriation, nat
uralization and passports, and 
aid those who unintentionally 
run afoul of the immigration 

lawS. 
During the past thirty years 

the Institute has waged a vic
torious battle over the evil 
water front elements. It routed 
the crimp, the tout and the 
boarding house keeper, who once 
made this port the most terrify
ing for seamen on the seven seas. 

The merchant seaman was 
never served by a truer friend 
than in this fight . 

In short, the Institute is the 
new Sailortown. It is 75 per-

cent self-supporting, and 80 per
cent of the seamen who now use 
it are either native born or nat
uralized Americans. 

Men of broad vision and in
defatigable missionary zeal be
gan this great work. It must go 
on. I hope that all good and 
true Americans moved by the 
holiday spirit will look deep 
into their hearts and find a place 
for these men who are the very 
back-bone of their ocean-borne 
commerce. 

Vve will welcome the financial 
assistance of those who will sub
scribe to the building fund so 
urgently needed by the Institute 
which stands today a potent 
agent for safeguarding the lives 
and interests of all seamen who 
bring the wealth of the world to 
our country. 

Elections 
The Rev. Roelif H. Brooks, 

rector of Saint Thomas' Church, 
has been elected to the Board of 

Managers. He was made a 
clerical vice-president. 

Before coming to Saint 
Thomas', Dr. Brooks was rector 
of St. Paul's Church in Albany. 

Frede rick A. Cummings, 
Treasurer of the Seaman's Bank 
for Savings, was elected a mem
ber of the Seamen's Church In
stitute Society. His father, 
Charles F. Cummings, was a 
member of the board, and his 
grandfather, Thomas P. Cum
mll1gs, was one of the founders. 
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A Memorial on the Heavens 
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The Shining Cross 
A memorial among the stars. . . . . 
A memorial challenging the sun. . . .. 
Such will be the great, shining cross to be erected above 

the Institute in memory of those brave souls who "went down 
to the sea in ships" and gave their lives that others 
might live. This stirring symbol of sacrifice will challenge 
the very light of the Statue of Liberty and the myriad of 
twinkling skyscraper windows, as it hangs high in the sky. 

JI/ho will be the donol" of this memorial? 
It is one of the most striking the Institute has to offer. A 

subscription of ten thousand dollars is needed for this cross. 
It will be divided to cover the cost of construction and main
tenance of it. In the entrance hall there will be a bronze 
tablet acknowledging the generosity of the donor. 

Day and night this great cross will blaze its message of 
heroism and self-sacrifice by the humble toilers of the deep. It 
will ,"ie with the stars in the heavens, the blinking lights of 
office buildings and the scurrying lights of harbor craft. 

The traveler as well as the seaman visiting the port will 
view the cross as a shining symbol in the heavens. To the man 
in the street it will be an everlasting testimony that there is on 
the ,vater front a house of Christian service. It will not be 
long before all those who behold this cross will know for 
what it stands. And they cannot but help admire the spirit 
which prompted its establishment as a landmark of the city. 

The life of this cross, which will stand twenty feet high 
with arms measuring twelve feet from tip to tip, and hanging 
radiantly fifty-six feet above the roof of the building, will be 
the life of the Institute. Their message is synonymous. 

It is desirable that this cross be built at once. It is a 
memorial suitable for an individual or a group gift. 

IPho 'U,ill gi'lJ'e this memorial? 
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The Sealnen 's Mother 
Hardly a day passes but Mrs. 

Janet Roper, the House Mother, 
locates a missing son. Of course, 
her list of missing men in
cludes husbands and fathers and 
brothers and near male relations 
of the seekers, but it is always 
the finding of a son that brings 
the most touching letters of 
gratitude. 

Once Mrs. Roper located a 
woman's husband, the father of 
her three children. 

"Why didn't you let me stay 
lost?" the man demanded an
grily of Mrs. Roper. "I lost 
myself fo r a reason." 

But the man went home to his 
wife after Mrs. Roper had a 
heart to heart talk with him. 
And presently his wife wrote 
that her husband appeared to 
have be en reformed by his ex
periences at sea. He had become 
a model father and the "perfect 
husband." 

But many of the letters which 
please the House Mother most 
read like these: 

"Thank God and you, dear 
.Mrs. Roper, for giving my son 
back to me. He ,,,ent to sea five 
years ago, runl11ng away from 
home because of a cross word 

with his father. We never heard 
from him until your letter 
reached us two months a go. N o". 
Larry is with us and we have 
you to thank for this . 

"Larry is only 20 and he left 
home when he was just three 
weeks over 15. While I know 
boys never grow up to their 
mothers, I cannot reali ze th at he 
is a man, although he h as cared . 
for himself for five years. AI. 
ways in my dreams he is just a 
boy with knee trousers an d a cap. 
But he is really six feet two 
inches tall. He is a m an from 
tip to toe. 

"I do not know ,,,hat we 
would have done if we had not 
heard of you and your wo rk in 
locating missing men. vVe shall 
always pray for you. " 

Another mother wh o has not 
seen her boy in ei ght years 
wri tes to ;VII'S. Roper : . 

"If you could onl y make Jim 
come home to see us for a few 
hours. We could never tha~k 
you enough . Tt is a ges since Jlll1 
went away t o se a . From your 
kind letters I gather he is pl~n' 

. . l\1ake hlln I11ng to surpnse us. 
do it soon. His letters to i11d

e 

' f I an a re so sweet and b eautl LI ' 
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full of love. Between the lines 
there is home-sickness. He is 
taying away because he prom

ised himself to spend 10 years 
at sea. Tn my 'iVIother's Day' 
letter he promised to come home 
for Christmas, now he writes 
that he cannot." 

Irs. Roper has elicited a 
promise from Jim that he 

ill spend Christmas with his 
mother. 

When a man is thoroughly 
harned of himself he avoids 
r . Roper, particularl y if she 

ha been his friend. but when 
he has a reason to, she seeks a 

ntan Out if she sees him in the 

building. One mother wrote to 
her: 

"I have been looking forward 
to hearing from Larry for more 
than two months. He used to 
write to me twice a month. I 
know he is well and can write to 
me but his silence hurts me more 
than you can imagine. Can't you 
do something for me? All I 
YI'ant is a word from Larry. " 

1\Irs. Roper spotted Larry in 
the Lobby. And when she got 
through with him a flushed faced 
man doing his best to hold the 
tears back was making his way 
to the writing room. 
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Seamen Think So Too 
The French poilus have a little 

philosophy of their Own and they 
call it the trench creed. They 
know it and tell it to you joking
ly. It runs after this fashion: 

"When you're a soldier you're 
one of two things: either you are 
at the front or behind the lines. 
I f you are behind the lines you 
needn't worry. If you're at the 
front you are one of two things: 
you are either in a danger zone 
or in a zone which isn't danger
ous. If you are in the latter, 
you needn't worry. 

"Now if you're in a danger 
zone, you are one of two things: 
either you are wounded Or you 
are not wounded. If you are 
not wounded you needn't Wo rry, 
If you are wounded you are One 
of two things: either you are 
wounded seriously or slightly, If 
you are wounded seriously One 
of two things is certain: either 
you die or get well. If yo u get 
well you needn't worry. If you 
die you can't worry. So the r'e is , 
no need to worry at all. " 

In the Mail Bag 
The Post Office at the Insti

tute handles more pieces of mail 
in a year than do those in many 
small towns throughout the coun
try. The annual sleeping popu
lation of the Institute today is 
the same as New York City's 
was in 1843-300,000 men. 

During the past year over 
200,000 letters and packages 
passed through Miss Risdon's 
hands and were distributed 
among the thousands of seamen 
who made their temporary home 
in the Institute or who gave it as 
their mail address. 

Seamen receive as strange a 
mail as a purchasing agent, 
Among the articles which ~Ii 5 

Risdon received for seamen reo 
cently were boxes of Malayian 
tobacco, roller skates, ca ndy 
from every country under th~ 
sun, ] apanese umbrell as, pa rts ,ot 
foreign automobiles, troph~es 
and souveni rs of every dcsCflP' 

1 art· tion books and the usua ass 
d hoWment of picture postear s s 

. b 1 the II1g " ] ack and the oys 01 . 

b h W 'k'k- " "X marks tl1~ eac at al I I , , '1 

room" and "See you in Slng·-
pore. " 
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_ because there was no room for them m the mn" 
By ARCHIBALD R. MANSFIELD 

(Superintelldellt of tlte illstitute) 

At this Season there is in 
ever\, nation under heaven 
amo~g all peoples on land and 
ea. one thought that is supreme, 

one message that is universal 
'There is born to you-a Sa

viour which is Christ the Lord." 
gain, tile Christ Child comes to 

u ... smiling, breathing a bene
diction, and heralding peace on 
earth. NIany are the hallowed 
a ociations that cluster around 
tbi sacred season; the memories 
Of past years; the children's 
It ee, the youthful joys, the more 
a ~er pleasures of older years, 
an ~\'en to some in later Ii fe, 

rational, deeper religious joy. 

The Christmas gifts, given and 
received, tokens of love, feeble 
types of God's greatest gift to 
man-Christmas stories, social 
reunions and family joys, the 
cheer and brightness that find 
their way into homes and hearts 
through the love that we have 
learned from the love of God
all have unconsciously left their 
deep and abiding impressions 
upon our lives. 

The lessons this season teaches 
have helped mightily to make 
this cold world warmer and 
brighter and better, have 
brought into many a dark and 
dreary life, light and love, 
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strength and hope and they are 
just as true and precious in this 
year of our Lord 1926 and more 
so each year as the world grows 
older. The one great precious 
lesson the birth of the Saviour 
teaches is the lesson of joyous 
sacrifice made out of His abound
illg love. It is this message He 
would have us give to the world 
in word and deed, which to do 
is not only our Christian duty, 
but our highest Christian priv
ilege. To spend and be spent for 
the welfare of our brother men 
is not easy to make the ruling 
principle of our lives and it calls 
for this one force, the power of 
divine love, that will enable us 
to do this. 

From its very foundations, 
builded eighty-three years ago, 
the Seaman's Church Institute of 
Kew York, in the faith that 
Jesus came to be the world's 
Saviour, has been dominated by 
this principle of deep desire to 
help the Christ to save seamen 
from vices and tyrannies, to con
vert them from foulness of 
thought and filthiness of life and 
to put within their reach the 
gospel of chastity, purity and 
freedom. 

Today the great Institute 
building provides its teeming 
community with the necessary 

environment of protection , de. 
cency, cleanness and helpful serl". 
ice, but at the same time the reo 
ligion of the Christ conti ntles to 
be the foundation of th e 'work 
and the Christian spirit to per. 
meate its whole life. 

During all these years as they 
have passed into history, thi I 
Ch ristmas faith, possessed by 
hundreds of managers and work. 
ers, by thousands of loyal fr iends I 
and supporters, has ma de Sure 
and permanent this Christian , 
welfare work second to none in 
the world, for our brethren of 
the sea. 

The reason given more than 
1900 years ago, "because there 
u:as 110 1"00m /01" them in the i1lIl" 
is the same today and why so 
many seamen are nightly turned 
away from the large, ye t all too 
small, S. C. I. Inn, deprived of 
Safety, Comfort and Inspiration 
in a home from home to which 
they are entitled. 

Let us promptly grasp and 
support this unsurpassed oppor
tunity for moral influ enc~ ~nd 
service by financing our budd~ng 
project and thus guara nteeing 
the completion and occup ancy of 
h h f t d An-t e present al construe e d 

nex that there may be room ~n 
Chflst-to spare before another I 

mastide comes. Then when t,e 
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• 'Iors nightly approach and 
a~k towards the Institute they 
o'Il behold the green Titanic ,,1 . h . h 
fower ltg t surm~untmg t e 
building as the Mag! behel.d the 
tar of Bethlehem, markmg a 
u'tlicient house of Christian Serv-

·ce. 
Like the Seamen in the little 

boat on the Galilean Lake, when 
they beheld the light of the 

faster walking on the waters, 
knew that He would save them, 
o the Andrews, Peters and 

Johns of today, servants ~f h~
manity, when they see this TI
tanic light will know that it 
lightens and beckons to a safe 

hann. 
This is what the Seamen's 

Church Institute means because 
the spirit of religion, the Spirit 
of God and of Christ is here and 
worketh. 

;\lay God increase in you the 
Christmas Spirit of joyful Sac
rifice for and service to others 
and grant you a happy Christ
mastide and His blessing upon 
you throughout the New Year. 

STATEN ISLAND 
Capt. Felix Riesenberg, 

author, navigator and inventor, 
who has put the thrill of life int.o 
his descriptions of seamen, their 
adventures and the Institute it
self, addressed the Staten Island 
Association last month. He 
spoke informally about the prob
lems of the sailor and read 
from his own works. He also 
answered, in a delightfully in
formal manner, questions di
rected to him by his audience 
who sought information on mat
ters mari time and nautical. 

Capt. Riesenberg is the 
author of "Vignettes of the Sea," 
"Under Sail," "The Men On 
Deck" and "P. A. L." 

BENEFITS 

Benefit Card Parties for the 
Building Fund seem to be popu
lar and profitable. The River
side Association raised $130. 
The Elizabeth Association, 
which raised $150 last month, is 
planning another party at the 
home of Mrs_ John F. MacMil
lan_ 
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Ten Typical Cases 
The problems which the Insti

tute attempts to solve may be 
gathered from the following 
cases, each of which is but one of 
thousands its Social Service de
partment is called upon to solve 
in the course of the year. 

Case No. 1. John l7 --
'was hoke. He had ;A no job. 
Once he had served a term in 
prison after desperate circum
stances had driven him to rob
bery, but he was not a bad boy. 
The Institute found him a job 
and advanced him a loan to tide 
him over until he received his 
first pay check. 

Case No.2. Bell1l)' B ---
7.vas a P1'01ld chap. He was a 
good seaman, too. One day he 
turned up at the Institute look
ing very ill. Food was some
thing he had not seen for several 
days. He would not ask for 
money, but said he would appre
.ciate being staked to a meal. 
Benny got several meals and a 
.chance to make good, which he 
took. 

Case No.3. Fred S --
'was a lad of nineteen. He had 
Tun away from home to go to 
sea. YV 0 rd was recei ved that 
his mother was very ill. He had 

not a penny for car-fare. The 
Institute sent him to his mother. 

Case. No.4. Joe de K_ 
lost his sailing papers and dis
charges. He had taken a land 
job while waiting to ship on a 
particular vessel. The immigra_ 
tion authorities could not ac
count for his presence in the 
country and were preparing to 
deport him, which would have 
been a great inconvenience, si nce 
it was his desire to ship to a port 
near his home-town in Germany. 
He was known at the Institute 
and was vouched for unt il his 
ship came in. 

Case No.5. Mike M--
was injured aboa1-d a freighter. 
At a hospital a lawyer sought to 
have him waive his workmen's 
compensation and sue the ship
ping company. The Institute ad· 
vised him to take his compensa
tion since his case was not a 
strong one and he might ha\'e 
collected no damages had he 
sued . 

Case No.6. L1Ike o'e -
came into t he Institute Juffering 

' T d'd not f1'om Cl sore arm. IJe I 
-\ exknow what was wrong. • n I Od 

amination in the clinic revea ~d 
that it was infected frolll an 0 
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wound. He was sent to the 
Marine Hospital for proper 
treatment and given a loan dur
ing his recuperation. 

Case No.7. Pete D --
found himself a {(swell job" as a 
fVaite,.. But he lacked funds to 
re.ach his first pay day. The In
stitute had been his friend in the 
pa t and he was staked to a liv
trig until he was paid. 

Case No.8. John B --
Yvanted to wl'ite home after a 
three )'l'ars' absellce, but he did 

not know how to write. The In
stitute prep a red his letter for 
him. That letter saved his 
father's life. 

Case No.9. Pat e --
lost his first papers for natmoal
ization. The Institute had been 
helping him in this endeavor. He 
wanted a job in the Navy, and 
for that reason, his citizenship. 
The Institute's records helped 
him to prove his case. 

Case No. 10. Jerry N --
r Olllld himself in jail. Though 
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a good seaman, he had a police 
record in the past. Because of 
this record he had been arrested 
on suspIcIon. The Institute, 
knowing the good life he had led 
on the sea, came to his aid and 
~ssisted him in establishing his 
J11l1ocel1ce. 

CAPTURED! 

The effect of the Institute, its 
sta ff and services upon the out
sider, may be indicated by the 
reaction in the young seminary 
student to its tremendously hu
man appeal. This young fellow 
visited Mr. Green several weeks 
ago. He had a letter of intro
duction. He was curious to see 
the mission that dealt with more 
than a million seamen a year. 

He was taken through the 
building. Each department was 
explained to him. He saw the 
Annex still incomplete, a lifeless 
shell of stone and steel. 

Then he strolled across the 
lobby, the "Floor of the Seven 
Seas." He spoke to the men. 
They told him yarns. They told 
him of their hardships. They 
told him of the great good the 
Institute did for them. 

The young student was irn 
pressed. He was deeply mOved' 
too. For a time he did no~ 
~peak. At length as he was lea". 
lng he said to Mr. Green: 

"Please find a place for me 
here. I must work among these 
men. I prefer to work in this 
building with the men who are 
carrying on this work. I will 
finish my studies next year. Then 
I will count on you. I mean to 
take part in this great Christian 
work which shows immediate re, 
sults with the men who so much 
want to be helped to help them. 
selves. " 

TEAS AND TOURS 

The Central Council of the 
S. C. 1. Associations held a tea 
party on Armistice day. A score 
of people who knew little or 
nothing about the Institute, made 
a tour of the building from the 
Titanic Memorial Tower to the 
engine room. Tea was served in 
the Apprentices' Room. The 
hostesses were Mrs. William F. 
Hunt and Mrs. Frank Tiffany 
Perry of the Staten Island Asso, 
ciation. Teas and tours will .be 
continued in January and Feb
ruary. 
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An Appeal to Business Men 
/JIM Reader: . 

J' he deSIre to do good lurA'S 111 the heart of every lwm. But often the 
pportlIltity does not, present itself, .. . 

In the Seamen s Church InstItute there tS a tremendous opportumtv to 
J imm easurable good-a good that will be felt on the seven seas as well as 
o tlil' port of New York. I-Iere is an opportunity for the business 7IIan, the 

~~iPpcr, the ~mporter, and those w ho travel on the seas, to make themselves 
ftlt ill the lzves of thousands of merchant seamw-to afford these IIlCII the 
QJsist{//Ice they so badly need. . 

To the Seamen's Church Institute, one can trace lIluch of the unproved 
condition of seamen. This organization is dedicated to the task of providil~g 
//Itrcliant seamen with a "home" ashore, of protectin? them fl'om the. eV/~s 
that beset the silllple workmen of the deep and of actmg as counsellor 11I IllS 

, hum(//I problems. All of us benefit by these efforts of the i1lstitute, But 
grelltcst benefit ac~rues to t!zose bllsin~ss~s closely all~ed wftl! shippi11g. The 
s rt,ice of the Instttute prOVIdes the slllppmg world WIt h wIllmg workers, /lien 
uho have been spared combat with the unfair conditions which arise out of 
the lack of understanding between landsmen and seamen. At the Institute 
trailzed men meet the problems of the seafarer. 

Treat a man unfairly and you will arouse in him the desire fOl' vengeance. 
Bt !tis friend and he w ill i1lvariably do his utmost to do good by }'OU, The 
Institllt e, aNew York philanthropic institution, has beco/lle the friend !l f 
St'IJeral million merchant seamen. Today, these men look kindl}. upon the 
port of New York since it is there that their "friend" is established . . 

lf7hen a vessel is making up a crew, skiPPe7's frequently turn to the Insti
tute for 1I!en. Since the first of the year th e Institute's Labor department 
pfaati ten thousand seamen ill jobs on land and sea. By the eurl of the year 
il hopes to have placed twelve thousand men. 111 any of these men were 
fierl/scd oDicers seel'ing work, needing work. And those given sho/'e jobs 
urre men recuperating from ill healt h. 

ShiPPing men should look upon subscribing to this bllilding fund as a 
duty . Th e tremendous need for this additional space for the benefit and wel
fare of the men w ho (Ire the backbone of their business should appeal to their 
'~nst" of fair play. It is an opportunity to give directly to the /lien benefits 
t at the)1 personally could not bestow upon them for their u1Itiring labors 
Qt Ua. 

JOH, E. BERWI~D, 
Chairman of the Campaign Committee. 
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THE " I3.\NK" \\·lXDO\\" 

How Pete Saved $50 
Pete B -- used to boast 

that he carried 50 in cash in his 
pockets all the time. That was 
a small fortune to Pete, but it 
gave him pride to feel it in his 
pocket. 

On shipboard his money was 
safe but ashore there was 
danger. At the Institute, pals of 
his prevailed upon him to deposit 
it in the "bank." Pete did this. 

The following evening the 
seaman was waylaid by two 

water-front thugs. Pete feels 
the Institute saved him $50. 

The "bank" has taught the 
seaman the habit of sa ving. It 
is a temporary medium whe re he 
may deposit his money before 
placing it in an up-town savings 
bank. It also serves him ill send
ing without charge American 
Express Company drafts, pay
able in any part of the world. It 
also issues to him receipts for 
money left with it to be pa id out 
in small sums as requested. 
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Christmas for the Lonely Sailor 
E,·ery year some sailorman 

tells us it is the first time in his 
ea experience that he has been 

ashore for Christmas. 
He can usually remember 

some Yuletide somewhere when 
someone was kind to him, even 
though it may have been long 
ago in his childhood. He there
fore knows what Christmas 
cheer could mean to him. 

This year 836 men will sleep 
under the Institute roof Christ
mas Eve, and we want those men 
to be our guests for dinner on 
Christmas Day. It may be the 
only Christmas dinner some of 
them ,,,ill ever have ashore. 

Wouldn't you like to help 
make it a day they can always 
remember, no matter where they 
may be on future Christmas 
Days? 

Wouldn't you like to help 
make it a festive day for them 
m~rked by kindliness, an appro
priate little gift, and a home 
turkey dinner? 
d Each dollar sent to the Holi
hay Fund will make Christmas 
appy for one worthy sailorman. 

f This fund will be distributed 
Or the benefit of 2,000 sick sea-

Ilten . 
, Prtsoners, and seamen 111 

port. There are in New York 
an average of 1,500 sick seamen 
daily. 

The hospitals to be benefited 
by the Institute Christmas fund 
are the following United States 
Public Health Institutions: No. 
21 , Stapleton, S. 1., where there 
are 525 seamen ; No. 43, Ellis 
Island, where there are 280 men 
and the Leper Colony at Car
ville, La. Seamen in Bellevue, 
Beekman Street and the Long 
Island College Hospital will also 
be cared for while gift packages 
will be sent to the Matteawan, 
Manhattan, and Central Islip 
State Hospitals for the Insane. 
Seamen who are prisoners in 
Chicago, Comstock, N. Y., Tren
ton, N. J., England, Cuba, and 
this city will also be remembered. 

The officers and men on the 
Shipping Board fleet at Jones' 
Point on the Hudson River will 
receive gift packages. And con
valescents at the Burke Founda
tion will be cheered up. 

At the Institute gift packages 
will be distributed among mem
bers of the fellowship club, the 
apprentice boys and volunteers 
and house workers. 

[ 17 1 



THE LOOKOUT THE LOOKOUT 
==========================~~~~~~==========~~~-~ ~~~================================================ 

Sailors Don't Lie 
Keeping a hotel shipshape for 

sailors is the business of the hotel 
manager at the Seamen's Church 
Institute, down at the Battery, 
and today he tells landlubbers 
the secret. 

"Let 'em lie at they please," 
says he. 

"What! In a church institu
tion ?" 

The manager fixed his caller 
with the glittering eye of the 
ancient mariner, under a scowl 
that Captain Kidd might envy. 

"Look here," he said, "when 
I say 'lie' I mean lie down, not 
falsehoods. Sailors don't lie. 
They tell yarns, maybe, and 
landsmen unacquainted with the 
marvels and the perils of the sea 
may find them incredible, but just 
stay here awhile and you will be 
able to believe anything. It's a 
matter of education, that's all." 

( Later on it was learned from 
another source that skepticism is 
considered bad form , at the Sea
men's Church Institute just as it 
is on deck. \Vhate\'er the story, 
it is accepted in solemn silence 
and considered only from the 
artistic standpoint, by the man
agement as well as the guests. 
It's the oceanic roll that connts. 

Beauty is truth, truth beaut\' 
and art has no morals.) . , 

But rev~rting to the fi rst mis. 
understandll1g, the manage r ex. 
plained tha~ he had been speak. 
lI1g of sleepll1g accommodations I 
and that he tried to fix it so tha; 
his sailor guests could li e wher. 
ever and however they desired I 
whether in a hammock on th~ 
"'indy roo for in a coal bin in 
the cellar, and in the matter of 
sleeping, he added, sail ors are in 
a class with the prima donna for 
quirks of temperament. 

Of course, there's a li mit in in· 
dulging these luxurious tastes. 
Breakfasts are not served in bed 
and neither are patrons allo,,,ed 
to remain in them afte r 7 A. 1\1. 
But, if a man \vants to sleep on 
the tenth floor, instead of on the 
fifth, and there is room fo r him 
on the tenth, wh y not, the Insti· 
tute reasons, let him h,:n'e his 
way. 

Spiggotty Harry al wavs ask 
for a room to the leeward. 

"I hates the noise of the wind 
like I'd hates poi son," he eX
plains. "Board ship I sleeps 
,,,ith the wind in me ears . • \shol:

e 

T ,,,ants qui et and a lee room. It s 
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Y ARKS AND A GAME 

north by west tonight, so gimme 
omething south by east." 

Skipper Fred, who sailed the 
eas when our grandfathers 

were mere tots-that is, judging 
from his appearance-insists on 
a view of the harbor. 

"Ships is my life," he said. "I 
never get tired lookin' at 'em. 

n' when I can, why shouldn't I 
lOok at 'em instead of at these 
big stone boxes where men be
have like ants. If you can't find i e a room lookin' on the harbor 

II go back to my ship." 

One little bald-headed bow-
e ' f gged son of the sea always asks Br a rOom on the twelfth floor. 

e Would take a higher one if 
e Could get it. 

"It's great to be up in the 
air," he said. "I was born on a 
flat Nebraska prairie. On ship 
I've always been kept in hull. 
I've never had a berth above 
deck. On shore's my only 
chance. When we're at sea, I 
do all my smoking in the crow's 
nest-if the ship has one and the 
boss is willing. But oh , boy I 
When I get on Jand and can 
sleep twelve stories up in the air 
and sometimes see the mists 
clouding around the place, I feel 
like a Swiss Alpine climber. I've 
been up in the vVoolworth 
Tower twelve times." 

Pets are not supposed to be 
housed in the Institute's rooms. 
But every seaman has a way with 
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him and usually a big coat to 
hide a cat, a bird or a monkey. 
The "Rangoon Kid" always 
turns up with his favorite mon
goose, Annabelle Lee. 

"It may be against the regula
tions," he will say, "but Anna
belle Lee and I have never been 
parted these fifteen years." 

And Mlle. Lee nods an 
antique head, blinks a bleary eye 
anu croaks an appreciative, 
"Cheek! Cheek!" 

"Billy the Scupper" is accom
panied by a Mrs. Malapropian 
sort of parrot. He unearthed it 

years ago in the South Sea 
Tales have it that a Polynes ias, 
princess gave it to him as a token 
of her esteem for his h andsorn~ 
face. 

"Gerald and I,-Gerald i 
the bird, sir,-have stopped i~ 
the best hotels in the world" 
Billy said. "Once we stopped in 
the Savoy in Lunnon, yes, sir, in 
the Savoy hotel. Gerald is the 
one, too. His jokes are screams, 
He originated the one about the 
two Irishmen who --" 

F rom the columns of the 
N. Y. Evening Post. 

The Hockey Game 
The Dartmouth-P rinceton 

hockey game promises to be one 
of the most exciting events of the 
season for the Central Council 
of the Seamen's Church Insti
tute's Associations, It is to be 
played for the benefit of the 
Institute on Monday evening, 
January 3rd, in the new Madison 
Square Garden at Eighth Avenue 
and 49th Street. 

The committee in charge of 
arrangements is made up of 
Mrs. David Leavitt Hough, 
Chairman of the Central Coun
cil, and Mrs. H. Schuyler Cam-

mann, the Vice-Chairman, :\liss 
Clara M. Dibble, Secreta ry, and 
the directors of all of the S. C. 1. 
Associations. 

They announce the follo\l"i~g 
friends of the Institute who will 
act as patrons and patronesses of 
this benefit Hockey Game: 

Mrs. H. Eugene A lexander, Mr. an~ 
Mrs. Edmund L. Baylies, Mr. Ch.arles ~' 
Beekman, Mr. and Mrs. Wil ham ' ' 

E Ru"ell Benjamin, Rev. and Mrs. ' . " 1 
. G d Brown " f, Bourne, Mrs. FranCIS or on 'ReI" 

and Mrs. H. Schuyler Cammann, h 
Id C I·der, I e 

and Mrs. Frank Vl7arfie ro' er 
!-1 Chaunc . 

Hon. John W. Davis, the on. le f d pen ' 
M. Depew, Miss Augusta M. e I . ~If" 
Mrs. Morris dePeyster, Mr. niH ' 
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t\'eland E. Dodge,. Mr. and Mrs. John 
11 Doty, Mrs. DaVid Dows, Mrs. Ed
\ ~rd J{. Dunham, Mr .. Charles E. Dun
p :'1r. and Mrs. Ons A. G lazebrook, 
'Mrs. E. Henry Harriman, Mr. Robert 

r"Hard on, Miss Margaret P. Ha t ing , 

f Theodore Hetzler, Co l. and Mr. r. 
pa,.id Leavitt Hough, Mr. and Mrs. Vl7m. 

Hunt, Mr. and Mrs. Geo. H. Ingalls, 
Mr. Percy Jackson, Major Francis G. Lan
on. Mr. and Mrs. Barent Lefferts, Mrs. 

th Lo\\,. 
Co!. and Mrs. Benj. B. McAlpin, Rt. 

ReI'. and Mrs. Vl7m. T. Manning, Dr. and 
Mrs. A. R. Mansfield, Mr. and Mrs. Al
bert H. Mathews, Mr. and Mrs. Junius 

Morgan, Jr., Mr. and Mrs. Robert 

Meade Parker, Miss Anne Depew Pauld
ing, Mr. and Mrs. Clarence N. Peacock, 
Mrs. Alfred Duane Pell, Dr. and Mrs. 
Eugene H. Pool, Mr. and Mrs. Percy R. 
Pyne, Mr. and Mrs. Franklin Remington, 

Mr. and Mrs. John J. Riker, Mr. and Mrs. 

John S. Rogers, Mr. and Mrs. Herbert L. 
Satterlee, Mr. and Mrs. Francis Smyth, 

Mr. and Mrs. Le lie W. Snow, Sir T. 

A hley and Lady Sparks, Dr. and Mrs. 

Caleb R. Stetson, Mr. and Mrs. J. Frederic 

Tams, Dr. and Mrs. Fie lding Lewis Tay

lor, Mr. and Mrs. James B. Van Woert, 

Mr. and Mrs. Louis r. Whitlock, Mr. and 

Mrs. \V. P. Whitlock, Jr., Mr. and Mrs. 

Clarence H. Young. 

KI~DLY USE THIS BLA~K J~ :\1."'KI~G RESERVATIO:-1S FOR TICKETS. 

CIIATRMA T, HOCKEY COMM. S. C. 1. ASS'NS. 
Care of IRVING BA!'K & TRUST Co. 
+8th St. and Park Ave., City of ew York 

.1["kc all Checks Pay
able 10 ffockey Com", . 

S. C. 1. Ass'lts. 

Please . end me .... .. .... ti ck et~ rlocation checked belowl for the PRINCETON-
DARTMOUTH HOCKEY GAME January 3, 1927, for which I enclose check 

for $ . ............ 

D Boxes Seating 9 $36.00 D Side Arena $3.00 ea. 
D SiJe Promenade 3.50 ea . D End Arena 2.00 ea. 
e End Promenade 3.00 ea. D :\lezzanine 2.-0 ea. 

D Balcony .75 and .50 ea. 
WAR TAX EXEMPT 

A Box Office (open 9 a. m. to +:30 p. m. ) for convenience of ollr friends will be 
t tahIi'hed at the Park Aye. and 48th Street Branch of the Irving Rank & Trust 

Co. on and afrer December 6th , 1926 

Mrm,'y .' f Jr' Sill! 1/1 rxcess 0 
1/ It! of Ilckrts will be 
sst, 10 J'urchasc balcollY 
rals 10 be distributed 

amo1/g Ihe seamen. 

lVa lll e ........... . ... . .. . .......... . 

dddress ................... ... ..... . 
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Sailormen Are Still Fleeced 
Sailormen coming into the 

port of New York still suffer 
from those who live on Jack 
ashore, Dr. Mansfield told a 
representative of The Sun in an 
interview. Men are not often 
shanghied into taking service at 
sea any more. The old time 
uimp has passed. But today 
the dope peddler and the boot
legger beset the sailor in from 
the sea with money in his 
pockets. And once he is in their 
clutches they have no mercy on 
him. 

"The modern seaman is dif
ferent from the fellows I knew 
twenty-five years ago," said Dr. 
Mansfield. "He is more nerv
ous and more susceptible to nar
cotics. The number of seamen 
who fall into the practice of 
using drugs is amazing. That is 
why we do our best to protect 
them from the drug peddlers 
while they are in this city and 
behind the walls of the Seamen's 
Institute. 

"At the Institute we have a 
police force. Their minor duty 
is to keep order among the 
thousands of men who congre
gate there daily, but their major 
function is to spot dope sellers 

and similar undesirables who . k . are 
try1l1g to snea 1I1to the build' 
to ply their trade. The Po{~g 
D ' . ICe 

epartment s narcotiC squad h 
d . h' U cooperate WIt us 111 detect' 

professional drug sellers. Ing 

"The Institute has fought 
many a battle with the bootleg. 
gers," Dr. Mansfield went on to 
say. "It has been instrumental 
in closing many South Street 
speakeasies. In these places 
when a sailor laid down a te~ 
dollar bill to pay for a drink and 
as~ed for his change, the pro· 
pnetor or one of his assistants 
was accustomed to hit him on the 
head with a bottle or even a base· 
ball bat. Then th e sailorman 
was thrown out. The sailor is 
no longer swindled of his wages 
by the crimp, but he is robbed 
openly of them in the speak, 
easies of New York and is often 
sent to the hospital for object· 
. " mg. 

For eighty-two years the S.ea' 
men's Institute has been fightmg 
the crimp and his method~. . In 
1912 when the Institute bUildmg 
was opened at 25 South Street, 
the old fashioned crimp was out
witted. The sailor was then 
provided with a safe shore 
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harcn In\\' hi ch to s ta v between 

\(l~;l~es. 
.0'1 \\'enty years ago a great 

many sh.ips' masters. were in 
league WIth the boardmg house 
keepers who owned the sailor
tOwn that centered about Cherry, 
outh and \Vater Streets a nd 

about Furman and Van Brundt 
trcets in Brooklyn, " Dr. Mans

field asserted . "Crimps had their 
runners so well organized that 
every ship that came to anchor 
at Quarantine was boarded by 
their representatives. They 
fought fo r sai I ors to ca rry back 
to sailorstown. They furnished 
free whiskey and brought women 
down the Bay with them to en
tice the men to thei r establ ish
ments. 

"But in 1908 the Seamen's 
Institute took a lea f out of the 
crimps' book and sent Bishop 
Henry Codman Potter's yacht 
. entinel down the bay to meet 
Incoming \·essels." 

Dr. ~[ansfie]d competed with 
the crimps' runners for men. He 
offered a good safe and clean 
horne and wholesome entertain
Illent as against whiskey women 
ad' ' b n gamblIng. It was not long 
h:~ore the I.nstitute's stations 
th more sadormen to house 
than they could hold. In 1912 

e present building was erected 

for the Institute. It was in
tended to provide lodging for 
500 men a night, and it also 
serYed thousands daily with 
food and provided games, in
formation and assistance gener
ally to seamen. 

During the war and ever 
si nce it has been necessary for 
the Institute to house 836 men 
nightly, A _ 2,750,000 annex has 
nmy been built a nd the Institute 
is trying to raise the remaining 
$1,500,000 to complete it so that 
1 500 men may be lodged night
ly and thus protected from the 
new crimp-the dope peddling 
bootlegger. 

HANNAH AGAIN 

Hannah, the Institute's mous
er, returned the call of the La
dies' Tuesday Club of the Mice 
of Cuyler's Alley last week. That 
is she was not seen about the 
building for several days and it 
is only reasonable to assume that 
she was fulfilling her social obli
gations. 

'Vhile Hannah has not read 
Emily Post's book on Etiquette, 
being a South Street feline, she 
is a stickler for conventionality 
and all that is comme it faut. She 
will not e\' en let you stroke her 
back unless you\-e been properly 
introduced. 
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Subscribe! 
Readers of THE LOOKOUT 

have been generous contributors 
to the $2,750,000 building fund. 
Many who gave large sums two 
years ago, repeated their gifts or 
increased them substantially dur
Ing the present campaign to 
raise the remaining $1,500,000 

needed to complete the Annex. 
Below is printed a subscription 

card. Many who have not given 
before or who desire to make a 
new pledge are invited to do so. 

SEAMEN'S CHURCH INSTITUTE OF NEW YORK I 
25 SOUTH STREET 

(NEW ANNEX BUIL.DING FUND) 

In consideration of the Seamen's Church Institute of New York agreeing to 

complete the Annex to its present building, I hereby subscribe toward the same. 

tlae sum of ------------D,ll", I· ] 
. Payable as indicated by my cross-mark (x) below: _ f 

Full amount payable within 10 days 

One half payable Jan. 1, 1927, and one half payable July 1, 1927, -
Or payable -

Name 

Mail Address , s Ja., r~ 

Date ________ - --

:>lake cheques payable to "JU NIUS S. ~IORN"' I: YO'~ , 
UreT Build in g F und" or t o "BANK of £!ame to f\ J
TRUST C O MPANY, Asst. Treasu rer" and Ssend t' N Y, 
of New Y ork & Trust Co., 52 W all Iree, . 
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Editorial 
(Froll/ lite SI"W }' ork "['ifill' ,' ) 

nlEY SIIOULD GET TIIEIR TWO MILLlOSS,-Ot tilt 
many appeals for mont:) which ): ew Yorkers are receiving these da~s few 
are more, and some arc I('ss, worthy of a generous r('~pon:e than is that 0 

the Seamen's Church In,titute. It ,,'ants and need~ :j;1,500,U(lU with II"hi 
to complete the annex to its present building at 2'i SOllth Street, where 8.16 
men are sleeping night!) ill quarters designed for ,()O, and \\'hence it often 
is necessary to turn l'ager applicants away simply hetaw,l' there is no room 
for them, 

Evcr} body kIlIJII'S II hat treatment sailor~ ashore rt"l:eil c from theN 
whose only interest in t1H'm lies in getting a'Y<l) from them as mllrh 
possible of their mOlley ustlall}, all of it-and as qllickl) as po.sibil-. The 
Church Institute is not that sort. While it is not a charitl. and i, about 
71 per cent self-supptlrtilll!:, it conducts many actilitit,s for '~'hich IIU fe -
or inadequate oncs- are a ked. 

I t takes care of the sailor's mone} if he wants it to do so; it Iwlp, linn 
out of the many legal tangles into which he is likely to get in hi~ dealill 
with his employce; it tind~ IlC\\' jobs for him without u ' in!?" any III the 
methods followed b} the lTimps; it teaches him navigation if he dc,ir.e t 

learn that noble art; it rect'ives and guards hi letters, though he ma no 
call for them once in ,ix l11onths; it conduct. , rarchcs the world OHr 10 

mi:sing men; it sells ;.(00.1 food l' heaply and it maintains a .Ii pt'n an 10 

the curing of his ills, 

The Chlirdl Institllte , tarted l'ighty-two years ago Oil a barge 111 rhr 
Ea~t River; no\l it i~ handling 3()O,noo ,ailors a )\' ar and cannot rrceil"t 
all who appl) to it. 'o rhing cOllld proclaim its qllalit~ bt'tter than tht 
fact thM the IIll'n ot thl' ,(':1 lind it a place thry like, 

ITS O.VL} ' P,JYIXC; OUR DEBT,-For am ' ew Yorker a (on' 
tributioll to the building fund of the Seamen' ChurcIl Institute is the pay
ment of a personal debt, long overdue, Every residcnt of the City profi 
most of them J irectl~, from such effort as those made by this organizatio 
to better tht' conditioll of ~ailors, for we arc all dependent 011 their seni 
to the ocean borne coml11crce on which the prosperity of the port depend 
TIll' n1<'n II ho go til tilt' Institutc helong to the class that manned the hoa 
of the Prcsident Roost:1 el t ant! rcsclIed the ere\\' fit tht' <\ntinoe at tht 
ri~k of their own liles. 

-\hollt 80 per l"l'l\t oj those I\ho utilize the facilitie uf 
;lrc Amt'rican citiz\'ns, bllt all of those facilities an> offered 
rrimination as to rart' or nationality, 

The amoullt ne\·.(('<1 to cOl11plt'te the allnex. $1, 'iOO,OOO, is not llllll 

for tht' Cit)' to ~in\ e pl'c iall~ as it is such a good investment. Chec 
shollld be' maJe Ollt pa~ a bll' to Jllnius ,~lorgan, Jr" Treasurer, Buildin 
Fund. and 'tilt to thl' Balik of 'l'1\' York and Trmt Company, 52 \\'nIl 
Street. 
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